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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MARTIN 00071 282019Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 AGRE-00 OES-06 EPA-04 
CEQ-01 INT-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 H-02 DHA-02 SCSE-00 10-13 /094 W 

010455 078028/14 

R 281800Z FEB 77 
FM AMCONSUL MARTINIQUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2536 
INFO: RUCLDHA/COMNAVFORCARIB 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS MARTINIQUE 0071 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT,FW 

SUBJECT: GUADELOUPE VOLCANO ACTIVITY 

ALSO AA/PHA 


1 . THE DEPARTMENT MAY BE AWARE FROM PRESS REPORTS THAT THE 
GUADELOUPE VOLCANO, LA SOUFRIERE, HAS AGAIN BECOME ACTIVE IN THE 
PAST WEEK OR SO. ITS ACTIVITY IS STILL AT A LOW LEVEL, 

AND DURING MY RECENT CONSULAR TRIP TO GUADELOUPE, THE VOLCANO 

WAS ONLY A MINOR NUISANCE. ALTHOUGH THE FINE DUST AND ASH 

WHICH IT DEPOSITS MAY EVENTUALLY HARM AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN 

CERTAIN AREAS. ACCORDING TO EXPERT OPINION, THE ACTIVITY IS ALL 

PART OF THE PROCESS WHICH BEGAN LAST YEAR WHEN THE VOLCANO APPARENTLY 

ENTERED A HIGHER, PERHAPS PERMANENTLY HIGHER, LEVEL OF 

ACTIVITY. AT PRESENT THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT ANOTHER EVACUATION 

OF THE SOUTHERN END OF BASSE-TERRE WILL BECOME NECESSARY, AND 

OFFICIALS EXPECT THE VOLCANO WILL CONTINUE TO BE JUST A NUISANCE 

FOR THE INDEFINITE FUTURE, ALBEIT A POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ONE. 

WE DO NOT INTEND TO REPORT ON THE VOLCANO UNLESS IT ENTERS A MUCH 
MORE ACTIVE PHASE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MARTIN 00071 2820 19Z 

2. FOR USAID: FRENCH OFFICIALS TOLD ME THE CLEANING AND PACKING 
OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE TENTS WHICH WE SENT LAST AUGUST IS 
PROCEEDING APACE AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR RETURN 
SHIPMENT IN THE SPRING OR SUMMER. HOWEVER, WITH THE SOUFRIERE 
AGAIN BEGINNING TO BE ACTIVE, WE SHOULD, I BELEIVE, GIVE 

FRENCH OFFICIALS ALL THE TIME THEY WANT TO KEEP THE TENTS BECAUSE 
FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS THERE IS LIKELY TO BE SOME DANGER, 
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HOWEVER REMOTE, OF AN ERUPTION. 

SHACKLETON 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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